By David Morrison
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RAYM O N D KN I G H T:

ithout exaggeration I would say that my
wife and I watch in excess of two hundred
movies a year, every year. Our taste in
films is very broad, but one area we are particularly
drawn to is independent movies made on shoestring
budgets, with largely unknown casts. We actively
seek them out, and as a result have been rewarded
with some unforgettable cinematic experiences. We
feel that in many ways it is easier to see and feel the
passion and craft that goes into these small(er) scale
productions, movies that are reliant on storytelling
and do not overwhelm the viewer with CGI or star
power. So, as someone who likes to keep abreast of
what’s happening in Nanaimo’s arts community,
including the burgeoning filmmaking scene, I
get excited when encountering a talent such as
Raymond Knight.

A Filmmaker in Control

Born in New Westminster and raised in Powell River
from the age of five, Knight moved to Nanaimo
in 2008 to take Visual Arts and the renowned Jazz
Program at VIU. Since then, the 29-year-old Knight
has worked his way up to become arguably the
best filmmaker in the city, and surely one of the
most promising in all of Canada. I first encountered
Knight via his wonderful (and first ever) music
video for the song Krupa by the Bananafish Dance
Orchestra. It was so well staged, filmed and edited,
so professional and bursting with life, that for all the
world it looked like a big budget production.
“It all started seriously about three years ago,” says
Knight of his way into making films in earnest.
“I’ve been into films my entire life, but I guess
subconsciously. When I was young I used to make
little films and build things like giant alien heads,
and for the films I’d even come up with shot lists. I’d
take my Star Wars toys, add wires to them and put
them in a ditch that I thought looked like a scene
from one of the movies! The thought of why it didn’t
look like the big budget movie obsessed me for so
long, and I wondered how I could do it!”
Raymond Knight · a Dean Fenzl photo
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terms it a psychological drama
about “an ordinary girl trying to
forget her past, and escape her
imagination,” taking place in
one day. Starring a cast of ﬁrsttime or relatively inexperienced
young local actors, it is exactly
the kind of independent movie
that interests me enormously. The
deliciously dark trailer, readily
available to view on YouTube,
promises a powerful, haunting
tale that I simply cannot wait to
see.

Continued from page 13 - Raymond Knight

Knight is a perfectionist attending
to every tiny detail of his work,
yet operating with the budgetary
constraints and frustrations of
any independently or self-funded
artist. However, despite all the
ﬁnancial and other hurdles he
has faced along the way Beyond
Control appears to be ﬁnally
approaching a wrap.

So the seeds were sewn early, but it was
another visual art that ﬁrst captivated
the young Knight: “Painting was my
ﬁrst ‘thing,’ which I’ve been doing
since I was about two years-old. But,
although I still love it, ultimately it feels
too isolating for me, so then I started
getting involved in music, which could
oﬀer greater interaction with people.
Music was really the ﬁrst thing that
started drawing me towards ﬁlm, as the
storytelling and time aspects of it as an
art form really interested me. When I
started getting into recording music I
began to realize that all the elements of
a great movie are just like an orchestra,
you know? It was all about arranging,
storytelling and composition, and I was
fascinated by how sound related to the
shots and the performances. So, I started
focusing in that direction, which was a
revelation for me.”
Music videos, mini movies if you
will, are an obvious ﬁlmmaking
outlet for Knight, himself a musician
and composer, and he already has
several excellent ones under his belt.
However, the Knight project everyone
is talking about, for which there is
feverish anticipation, is his debut
feature length movie. Entitled Beyond
Control, it is as its writer-director
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“I’m getting really close to
completing it,” Knight says.
“It’s so close! I decided to make
some last minute major edits,
but I’ve had two test screenings and
am still ﬁlming extra scenes, but it’s
almost there. How it sounds is a really
big deal for me, and I want to mix it for
5.1 surround sound. I wrote the score
and we have cellos, violins, trumpets,
trombones, voices…the whole meal
deal. It’s a real movie score, so I’m very
excited about it.”
His vision unswervingly and fully
supported by his loyal crew and cast,
Knight set out to make a ﬁlm that,
inﬂuenced by some of his favourite
movies, is high on suspense.
“Suspense is one of the purest forms
of in-the-moment art,” he states. “You
are there, waiting for what will happen
‘around the corner,’ holding your
breath in anticipation. My favourite
movie is Alien, which even when
I saw it as a child completely blew
me away. I was and still am really
drawn into that movie, particularly
concerning the tension, the suspense,
which is unbearable at times. It was
probably Alien that made me realize
the emotional connection I had with
storytelling through ﬁlm.”
Knight is quite the sci-ﬁ movie fan, and
to that end has already written four
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feature length sci-ﬁ scripts. Without
giving too much away about what I
see as his ground-breaking concepts,
Knight is fascinated by currently
unexplored notions of the future of
humans, especially from a psychological
perspective. If he gets to realize just one
of his fresh sci-ﬁ ideas, we are in for a
treat.
Depending on the story, a sci-ﬁ movie
project is one that may demand a
considerably larger budget than Knight
is used to, but he is aiming high and like
most ﬁlmmakers would welcome the
opportunity to lavish spending upon
one of his concepts.
“I love doing indie stuﬀ, and I want to
make serious ﬁlms, ﬁlms that are real,
but I also really want to go make a $20
million movie!” he laughs. “I’d love to
do a ‘small’ movie on such a budget,
but make it amazing and hire the best
of the best to help me. I want the most
fantastic actors, the best lighting and
cinematographers I could ever imagine.
I want to blow people away, to show
them how a simple concept movie that’s
written well can compete with the best
out there.”
I do not think it will too long before
Knight’s extraordinary talent, work
ethic and ambitiousness are recognized
far beyond the shores of Vancouver
Island. I have seen enough movies to
know what makes a great ﬁlmmaker,
and from his work I have viewed to date
I state with every conﬁdence that Knight
has a very bright future in the movie
industry. Beyond Control is just the
beginning.
I last saw Raymond Knight on the
Bastion Street Bridge in Nanaimo, his
camera on a tripod overlooking the
highway. I leaned forward into his ﬁeld
of vision to try catch his attention, but
he was so lost in capturing the shot in
his mind that he was not even aware of
my presence. I smiled to myself, turned
and walked towards home, wondering
when I might see what this gifted young
man had captured in that moment.
For more information about
Raymond Knight and Beyond Control:

www.facebook.com/KnightStudioProductions
www.facebook.com/BeyondControlMovie
www.indiegogo.com/projects/beyond-control#
www.facebook.com/raymondknightart
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