Woodwynn Farms

Peace Garden & Labyrinth
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“Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the
reactions of his personality to the world he lives in.” –

Both are philanthropic by nature, but
Houston - boasting a resume as huge
as his ambition - is a man driven to
literally change the world through
his astonishing work. So much so,
in fact, that he was the subject of a
2003 National Film Board of Canada
documentary, “From Baghdad to Peace
Country,” which looked at Houston’s
response to a 1999 trip to Iraq to see

American poet, Amy Lowell (1874-1925)
by David Morrison
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rom a personal perspective, the
weekend of June 11-12, 2016,
brought both the worst and
best of humanity. Obviously equally
reviled by millions, the former aspect

shooting of innocent revellers in an
Orlando nightclub, and the tiresomely
predictable tribal thuggery of the Euro
2016 soccer tournament. Like any rightminded individual I despaired at those
events, and in this dark year many since,
but thankfully had some faith restored
by the inspiring few hours of that awful
weekend my wife and I had spent in the
company of an amazing couple, in an
Down in Saanichton, close to Brentwood
Bay, there is an altruistic establishment
renewal of amour-propre to those

whom, for whatever reasons life has
dealt them, may have lost their way.
Founded by Richard LeBlanc (who,
in Victoria in 1998, also launched
the Youth Employment Project for
homeless clients), Woodwynn Farms
is a therapeutic community for the
homeless. It is a place for which, to
quote its website and charter, the vision
is to “enfold homeless people back into
the community by giving them the
support and the tools needed to reclaim
their self-worth.” The foundation on
which this charter is built are the eleven
core values of accomplishment, honesty,
respect, love, compassion, integrity,
loyalty, honour, dignity, support and
celebration.

sanctions on the helpless victims of (the)
war, particularly children.
Houston consequently strove to create
something powerful that would make
people - especially those in power, or of
Peace Sanctuary, near Hudson’s Hope
in northeastern BC. With help from
his young son Samuel and bulldozer
designed and built a ‘landscape
artwork,’ 1,000 feet in diameter, by
moving thousands of tons of gravel and
rock into position. Depicting a primitive
image of a mother and child with a
dove, its scale meaning it is seen most

Increasingly involved with Woodwynn
Farms the last few years, being the
couple we had traveled to meet,
are (married) Victoria artists Deryk
Houston and Elizabeth Wellburn.
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fellow in with a backhoe, and he moved
hundreds of tons of material!”

Continued from page 6
clearly from space, it is a remarkable
achievement as both a work of art and a
head-turning protest.
“My art is about my life,” Houston
tells me. “When you become an artist
the art you create changes as you do,
as you become more engaged with the
world. Things that happen in the world
stick with you, and you wonder what
on earth ‘we’ are doing. The trigger
for me was the first Gulf War; I’d been
reading a lot about the lead-up, and
was in my studio painting, including
paintings relating to war, and I was
hearing bombs dropping on Baghdad. I
tried to find out as much as I could, why
‘we’ were doing this, and I felt helpless.
Consequently a lot of angry art came
out of me, but it didn’t seem
like anyone was listening, so I
decided to channel my energy
and anger into something
more peaceful, but on a scale
no one could ignore.”

Differing from deliberately disorienting
mazes in that they are single paths
simply leading to central destinations,
labyrinths date back over 4,000 years
and are found all over the world,
with over one hundred in British
Columbia at this time. Labyrinths
have been built for many reasons,
including Christian worship, but are
commonly viewed as places that, when
quietly walked, symbolize a personal
journey, promoting meditative and
contemplative feelings for people
reflecting on grief, loss, problems, or
difficult decisions. Labyrinth societies
exist the world over, proclaiming
the subjects of their enthusiasm as
places of “safety and rejuvenation,”

“Absolutely all of the
art I create is motivated
by and related
to peace." ~
Deryk Houston

At Woodwynn Farms, the
kind of project of which
Houston speaks has seen
him collaborate with his
wife, son Samuel, LeBlanc
and American artist David
David Morrison photo
Kocka to create something
utterly beautiful and, though
fuelled by compassion rather
than anger this time, just as powerful.
so considering the work undertaken
Directly behind the farm buildings,
at Woodwynn Farms it is a perfectly
looking out over the verdant 193-acres
natural addition. In fact, the ‘natural’
of farmland, is the Woodwynn Peace
aspect is amplified yet further in that
Garden, the centrepiece of which is a
Houston and his collaborators have
stunning unicursal labyrinth.
created the 80-foot diameter labyrinth as
a food source: the path is delineated by
Houston and Wellburn had been deeply
five hundred sage plants; apples, kiwis,
impressed with the work of LeBlanc
lavender and other fruits and herbs
and his team at Woodwynn Farms, so
also grow amongst its extraordinary
as artists committed to the advancement
features. In proclaiming that in his
of our species through profound
work he is “attracted to anything that is
and undeniable creative statements,
fertile… a ploughed field…a garden full
wondered how they might get involved.
of seeds,” Houston could hardly have
created anything more aligned to his
“We approached Richard at Woodwynn
artistic and ethical impulses.
to see if he might be interested in our
creating some kind of sanctuary,”
World Labyrinth Day is celebrated
Houston explains. “He said he had one
annually on the first Saturday of May,
area he called the ‘boneyard’, a complete
and after three long years of toil, sweat
ugly ruin of a place that we could try to
and invention, the Woodwynn Farms
do something with, so we took a look. It
Peace Garden & Labyrinth opened on
was one chaotic, tangled acre, but quite
that day in 2015. I have no desire to give
truthfully I was not daunted by the
everything away to spoil your own visit
work that could lay ahead of us, because
(see below), but within the perimeter
I would look at it in sections, and what
are a great many quite stunning, and
needed to be done in it, rather than be
moving, pieces of art. For example, take
overwhelmed by the whole thing. I
the painstakingly crafted, transparent
knew I could do it, so we brought a
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driftwood globes, each containing a
plaque bearing one of Woodwynn
Farms’ eleven core values. And then
there are the incredible sculptures
designed by Houston, Wellburn, their
son Samuel, and Kocka. Nanaimoites
will recognize one dramatic stainless
steel and glass mosaic sculpture,
Wellburn’s exquisite “Solstice,”
previously sited at the Nanaimo boat
basin opposite the Port Theatre.
“The peace approach, the kindness and
compassionate approach – the core
values of the farm, actually – is how
you reach people,” reiterates Houston.
“Absolutely all of the art I create is
motivated by and related to peace. Art,
I believe, definitely has to have meaning
and, in general, the works that are
going to be important and long-lasting
are those with stories behind them. I
want my work to be long-lasting, to be
a legacy, because it’s a conversation,
and art keeps that conversation going.
People will come here to the farm and
say, ‘What were these people trying
to do here?’ It puts our time on earth
in context for the people of the future,
and gives them some sense of what
we were thinking about. I really want
people in decades or even centuries to
come to know that we weren’t all just
trigger happy. However small it seems
now, it’s important for me to think that
people will look back and know that
there were people committed to peace.”
And so say all of us, very loudly, from
the rooftops. ~
The Woodwynn Farms Peace Garden
& Labyrinth really has to be seen,
walked and experienced, to be believed
and fully appreciated. It is generally
open from 10am to 4pm Tuesday to
Saturday and visitors are welcome (with
donations encouraged), but in respect
of the participants’ work at Woodwynn
Farms it is advisable to call in advance
(details below) to ensure a visit is
convenient on any given day.
Woodwynn Farms is located at 7789
West Saanich Rd., Brentwood Bay. For
more information, please call
(250) 544-1175, send an email to
info@woodwynnfarms.org, or visit
www.woodwynnfarms.org.
For further information about the art of
Deryk Houston and Elizabeth Wellburn,
please visit www.derykhouston.
com and www.twoglassyladies.ca
respectively.
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