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Alexandria Maillot
QUITE SIMPLY, A NATURAL…

By David Morrison

W

hile I’m certainly no influential
tastemaker or über-scout, three
decades immersed in the music industry
has understandably lent me the ability to
spot a smash hit or star potential from miles
away. In March 2000, for example, I stood
amongst fifty or so others dotted about a
600-capacity venue in Brighton, England,
watching Coldplay perform a short, fluridden set opening for now long forgotten
next big things, Terris. They played okay,
but I recognised enough of the right stuff to
prompt me to proclaim to friends that they’d
be the biggest band in the world within five
years. They thought me insane, but with the
release of the third album in 2005, that’s
exactly what happened.
And after watching a shy, unassuming Leona
Lewis perform a powerhouse rendition
of ‘Without You’ in the early stages of the
talent show that propelled her to fame in late
2006, I turned to my wife to say we’d just
witnessed the birth of a megastar, that she
would become the biggest female star on
earth within three years. But this time I was
wrong – she did it in two.
Okay, so these may be obvious examples
that even Mr. Magoo would have seen clear
as day – I do claim other successes rather
less so – but what’s important to note here
is that it’s only occasionally I encounter an
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artist or band that provokes such a reaction
in me, largely because genuine star quality is
a rare commodity.
Imagine how I jumped, then, when I first
heard Alexandria Maillot sing. Holy moly
– what a voice! Take it from me and my
experience in these matters that, at just
seventeen years-old, this young lady is
already loaded to the gills with talent enough
to reach about as high as she wishes. Head
over to her MySpace page and listen to the
songs there, then I dare you to tell me I’m
wrong.
Like Leona Lewis this is a girl who is, quite
simply, a natural. She opens her mouth to
sing and a beautiful sound comes out. That’s
just the way it is. Her voice is effortlessly
powerful without being overwhelming
or distractingly histrionic; her delivery is
packed with expression and emotion and
technically excellent. Wow, to think she can
only get better is an enticing thought indeed.
Not only is she blessed in this way, however,
as I discovered during a recent lovely
chat with Alexandria. Despite her obvious
confidence, ambition and personality in
abundance, she’s also an absolute sweetie,
possessed of a heart of gold and a grounded
attitude to her potential career path.
“I’ve basically sung my entire life,” she
begins, explaining how this all started for

her. “There are stories of me singing when
I was two years-old on the porch when we
lived in Campbell River. We lived next to a
music teacher who came over once to ask
whom the young girl was singing. Mum
said it her was daughter, but they couldn’t
believe I was only two! My love for music
has always been there, but I guess it really
started when I was about eight years old. It
had always been like my secret world, but
then I told my mum that I wanted everyone
to know my secret, and after that I started
music and piano lessons and have been
working on it since.”
Those music lessons appear to be paying
off for Alexandria, continuing to drive an
evidently voracious appetite for learning as
much about her craft as possible. So while
she has been dubbed ‘The Little Girl With
the Big Voice,’ singing is just part of the
story.
“I play guitar, piano, bass guitar, drums,
harmonica and a bit of violin,” she tells
me. “Oh, and the ukulele! My boyfriend’s
mum went to Hawaii and came back with
it for me. I decided to incorporate it in my
opening song at the Peak Performance
showcase.”
The Peak Performance Project is a new
initiative funded by Vancouver radio station
100.5 The Peak designed to “kick start the
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international music careers of three emerging BC artists every
year for the next seven years.” Alexandria did not make the
final three, but was in the top 20 of 450 applicants, so is very
proud of the achievement and maintains it was an invaluable
learning experience.
So, Alexandria sings with that big voice, plays a heap of
instruments and, you shouldn’t be too surprised to learn, is
also a songwriter who has already won awards and found
international recognition for her efforts. May I remind you
she is not yet eighteen?
“Music has always seemed first nature to me,” she says
– perhaps the least revelatory statement Alexandria uttered
during our conversation. “I’ve never had a struggle writing
songs, as the words just come to me. Another thing is that
I’ve always had this fascination with patterns. So when I took
a shot at writing my first song when I was six years-old, I fell
in love with the verse, chorus, verse, chorus, bridge, chorus
pattern.”
Alexandria has written scores of songs to date, one of which,
‘Revolution’, found success in Europe when recorded by
the young Swiss pop-soul artist, Stefanie Heinzmann, for
her 2008 debut album, ‘Masterplan’. The release hit # 1 in
Switzerland, # 3 in Germany and # 5 in Austria, exposing
the pop fans of those nations and further afield to a song
Alexandria penned when she was just 13 years-old.
At just ten, however, she wrote a song with her mother called
‘Stop Wishing Your Life Away’ that not only opened doors to
her developing musical pursuits of today, but also led directly
to an aspect of her life she rightly considers much more
important.
The song was entered into a festival in Bucharest, Romania,
resulting in a visit to that country, then as an associative
consequence to a second festival in Cairo, Egypt. Despite
the excitement of these adventures far from home, the young
Alexandria was deeply affected by the abject poverty she
witnessed in those countries, especially the plight of street
children. “It was overwhelming,” she sighs, “so it’s become
a daily goal to try to help people in any way I can.” This
help has come in the form of active involvement in several
charities, organizing and performing at fundraisers and
general awareness raising of the matters that concern her. As
I said, she has a heart of gold.
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2010 Mid-Island Junior Chess Tournament
K – 12 Qualifier for Provincial Scholastic Championship
Sunday March 7 – Open to all K-12
12-5pm at the Bowser Legion
Pre-registration with payment is $10 before March 1.
Registration before March 1 and payment at the door is $13.
Registration at the door is $15. See website at bowserchess.
pbworks.com for latest updates.
Registration to be sent to: Robert McFetridge, 7445 W. Island
Hwy, Bowser BC V0R1G0. Ph: 250-757-8709 mcfetridge@shaw.ca
Sponsored by the Regional District of Nanaimo Parks and
Recreation Department and the Bishops of Bowser Chess Club

Recently relocated to Victoria from Courtenay, Alexandria
is, with no great rush, methodically planning for the future.
With youth on her side she can afford to take her time and
work out each step as she sees fit. In the pipeline are creative
writing courses and the continuation of a musical journey I
feel will take her to many more very interesting places and
situations. The talent and application are evident, so with
the right breaks and backing I feel Alexandria Maillot could
quite easily become a household name in the future. For now,
though, she’s content to ride the waves and see where this all
leads, so I guess I’d best keep my predictions in check until
she’s good and ready. ~
For more information:www.alexandriamaillot.com and
www.myspace.com/alexandriamaillot
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