BEV FINCH:

ON TONEWOOD AND BLUE SILK
by David Morrison

I

“Women have been taught that, for us,
the earth is flat, and that if we venture out,
we will fall off the edge.”
~ Andrea Dworkin (1946-2005)

have always harboured great admiration for
individuals who buck societal expectations and
so-called conformity to follow their own path.
I would include Bev Finch in that group. While
woodworking might be an uncommon profession
for a woman, it is hardly radical, yet when at an
early age Finch recognized she had no desire to toe
the line of sugar-and-spice-and-all-things-nice, it
caused quite a stir at home.
“We had a course selection sheet in Grade 8 or 9
and I said I wanted to take Industrial Education,
which included things like changing a tire, a bit of
metalwork – you know, guy things!” she explained.
“I took the course selection home, and my dad
said, ‘No, no! You have to take Home Economics
and learn how to be a mother and a housewife,’
so I had to wait until I was on my own to start
working with wood. I definitely knew very young,
when I was a kid, that I enjoyed it - doing that
hands-on building of something, taking some
wood and turning it into something beautiful.”
And today, that is exactly what Finch is doing. Although she
also works for an employer, Finch set up her own company,
Blue Silk Tonewood, in 2008, catering to luthiers, principally
guitar makers.
“I work for a company in Port Alberni called Acoustic
Woods Ltd.,” she said. “What we do is manufacture guitar
tops, meaning the actual face of the guitar. We cut the wood
into five millimetre slabs, nine inches across and twentytwo inches long, and that’s how we sell it, in sets of two.
Our main woods are spruce and Western Red Cedar; we
use Engelmann spruce, from the interior of B.C., and Sitka,
which is a coastal spruce, and the Western Red Cedar is
sourced here on Vancouver Island. We sell about 450,000 sets
globally, every year. Our main market is Asia, but we also sell
to South America, and some companies in Europe and North
America as well.”
While Acoustic Woods Ltd. supplies in bulk to large,
reputable and famous guitar manufacturers around the
world, Finch’s own company is more of a boutique concern,
supplying to local guitar makers seeking wood of elusive
high quality.
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“Blue Silk Tonewood goes under the umbrella of Finch’s Nest
Woodworking,” continued Finch. “What I do is buy a top
from Acoustic Woods I think is saleable in the retail world,
so for the manufacturer that might build only one guitar or
ten guitars in a year. They come to me for those tops because
I sell the beautiful and unusual. My tops would be more to an
artisan standard than a wholesale standard, so I’m not selling
guitar tops to people who would build for big box stores, for
example!”
Thinking perhaps it alluded to the quality and smoothness of
the guitar tops she supplies, I was interested as to the origin of
Finch’s company name, therefore delighted to learn that several
factors combine to form the brand.
“When I was taking all my pictures for eBay they were with a
blue silk background,” Finch said. “It’s visually appealing, but
blue of course is also the colour of a first place ribbon, perhaps
subliminally indicating that I have access to the best woods…
and I genuinely feel that I do have access to the best woods
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in North America! Also, ‘silk’ is the term for a feature in
tonewood that you only see when a piece of wood is cut really
well, so that’s where I got the name from.”
It makes perfect sense, of course, that not only is Finch
responsible for contributing to the manufacture of lovely
guitars, but she also plays them. A singer-songwriter in the
folk-roots mould, Finch is attracting plenty of attention for
her original material - so much so that her song The Garden
received a nomination for Roots Song of the Year at this year’s
Vancouver Island Music Awards (VIMA).
“Receiving that nomination was very humbling and extremely
exciting,” said Finch. “Just to be included and counted among
such incredible talent is amazing, and it’s taken some really
patient and encouraging people to put me in this place. It all
started with mom, as she was my # 1 fan; when I’d play a song
sitting around a campfire she would tell people, ‘Ssshhh, my
daughter is playing!’”
Attending the VIMA 10th Anniversary Gala evening at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Victoria on March 22 was
a thrill for Finch. Up against a strong group of nominees in
her category, she did not win on this occasion – the top prize
going to Judy & Bruce Wing’s Miss Your Exit – but Finch had
a wonderful time at the event, gaining a lot of confidence from
the experience. With her debut album, Blue Silk, featuring The

Garden, ready for release as we go to press, the nomination
and gala could not have come at a better time.
“I took my young son Jordan, who was my date for the
evening, and he was positive I was going to win!” chuckles
Finch. “He said, ‘I’m going to walk you up to the stage, but
which arm do you want me to take?’ The energy there was so
good and everyone was so kind and open. That might have
something to do with the songwriting aspect; songwriters
are open books, and their songs are often about them, and
their life experiences. It’s where the best songs come from
– things that you know, understand or, of course, don’t
understand.”
Finch’s own approach to songwriting started not with the
exploration of words and rhymes, but with images. “When
I was younger, I used to use pictures, paintings; I used to
be able to write a song from everything I gleaned from one
painting. Now I depend on my own experiences, because
that’s what I know the most, and my influences are mostly
classic songwriters, really. First and foremost is John Denver;
the very first song I ever learned was Take Me Home
Country Roads. That would be followed closely by Gordon
Lightfoot’s Pussywillows, Cat-Tails, and I still love Heart –
their harmonies and guitar playing are inspirational. As I
got older and maybe a little more edgy I got into artists like
Melissa Etheridge, then I got into blues, including Canadian
greats like Steve Strongman.”
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Qualicum Beach
Funeral Centre
Owned and operated by the Walkey Family since 2010

www.qbfuneralcentre.com

Our Family helping Your Family
• Professional caring staff
• LOWEST CREMATION COSTS on the Island
• Centrally located in Qualicum Beach. Simple
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cremation, burial, memorial, and traditional
funerals from your church or our chapel.
Pre-arranged funeral plans available
Serving all faiths and traditions

Full service funeral provider
serving Vancouver Island
118 Fern Road East, Qualicum Beach
(250)594-0305 • 1(888)336-0339
Consumer Protection BC Licence #53097
1 0

• M AY

2 0 1 4

•

E Y E S O N B C

M A G A Z I N E

•

E Y E S O N B C . C O M

Bev Finch - continued from page 10

The production of Blue Silk has been partly funded by Finch’s employer, Acoustic
Woods Ltd., a financial leg-up for which she is eternally grateful. When we
spoke, Finch was due to go into the studio to put the final tweaks to the last
four songs to be completed, after which all that remained was proofing the
artwork and ensuring everything concerning the packaging was as it should be.
Produced by the respected veteran music industry professional, Michael Behm,
Finch’s debut CD is not only a worthwhile investment for her employer, but the
culmination of one dream, just as Blue Silk Tonewood was the realization of
another. Regardless of his thoughts back then, I’d wager pop would be proud. ~

TREAT YOUR MOM!

BAR & GRILL

For more information about Bev Finch and Blue Silk Tonewood, please visit
www.bluesilktonewood.com and www.bluesilk.ca or email Bev at
bluesilktonewood@shaw.ca. For information about Acoustic Woods Ltd., please
visit www.acousticwoods.ca.

Mother’s Day Brunch 10am and 2pm

Eggs Benny, carved
ham, bacon, sausage,
hash browns and
assorted desserts.
Coffee, tea & fountain
pop included.
95
$

VIU Deep Bay Marine Field Station

17

3-course

Foraging for Wild Edibles

Mother’s Day Dinner Starting at 5pm
Soup or salad, choice of 3 entrées and dessert.
95
$
Coffee, Tea or fountain pop included.

May 31, 12:30pm - 5:30pm
June 28, 11:30am - 4:30pm
“On May 31, June 28 and Nov. 22 the Earth and Moon align to give some of
the year’s lowest tides, uncovering a variety of edible treasures.
Cost: $95 per person plus tax • RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

19

2250 Fowler Road,
Qualicum Beach

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

250-752-9727

Located midway between Qualicum Beach & Bowser
oﬀ Hwy 19A • Turn onto Boorman Rd and follow the signs

Oysters 101: An Evening of Oyster
Fun for Oyster Lovers

Thursday, June 19, 2014 • Time: 7:00pm • Cost: $40 (Advance Tickets Only)

www.eyesonbc.com

Tea by the Sea

Tuesdays in May ... High tea and a delicious menu of sandwiches, pastries
and other goodies prepared our chef Tuesday afternoons 11:00am - 2:00pm
in April and May • RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Tea by the Sea ($20 per person)  Wee Tea ($10 per person)
Gluten-free options available. Other dietary restrictions can be accommodated
if requested in advance.
   
For more event information: Tel: 250.740.6411
On the web: www.viu.ca/deepbay/events/calendar

FIRESIDE
BOOKS

We would like to thank everyone for their
patience, and continued support through
this very difficult time as we re-organize
the store. Come in for a visit. Have a look
through our expanded categories! We are
accepting new releases in paperback, and
in Trade paperbacks.

Just like Mom’s
Fresh Homemade Pies,
Sweet Treats, Breads, Jams

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Take & Bake

A mother’s arms are made of tenderness
and children sleep soundly in them.
~ Victor Hugo

NEW!
Fruit Pies, Cinny Buns, Pizza Dough, Meat Pies

High Quality Used Books

Open 7 Days/Wk • 7am-9:30pm

(250) 248-1234

265 Muschamp Rd, Union Bay

Ice Cream Cones
Fruit Smoothies & Coffee

114 Middleton Ave. Parksville
www.firesidebooksparksville.com
1 2

• M AY

2 0 1 4

Visit Our
Bakers Cottage

•

E Y E S O N B C

250.335.0239

M A G A Z I N E

•

E Y E S O N B C . C O M

