=] THE ADVENTUROUS TYPE

HISTORY AND
MYSTERY
CARVED IN
STONE

First Nations rock carvings,
known as petroglyphs, can be
found at more than 500 sites
throughout British Columbia.

oncouver Islond and the Gulf Islonds

are particularly rich in these fosanoting

gimpses bock in time, Signiticant sites
exist on Gobeiola aond Quodra Islands, at Aldridge
Point in Sooke, and Sproat Lake neor Port Alberni,
but Nonaima’s aptly named Petroglyph Provinciol
Pork is where you'll Bnd the highest concentration
ol easidy occessible rock carvings in B.C.

Situated four kdometres south of downtown
Nonnima, 1his two-hectare park was established
in 1948 and is occessible from the Trons-Conodo
Highway. From the south, it is clearly signposted
ond accessed simply by pulling off the highway
into the pariing lot. Visitors coming from
up-island need to overshoot the park by 500
metres, then hang o left ot the Hollburton Street/
0ld Victorio Rood Junction 1o turn around on
Hakburton and head bock 1o the park entronce.

Once at the entronce, o gently SSoping trock
leods up through trees, curving lelt into the
iMerpretive areo. Here, o series of information
boords exploin the extroordinary, ancient works
of art that owait visitors. Centrol to this section of
the pork ore 12 concrete slobs set mto the ground,
beoring castings of the sandstone petroglyphs.
Although it is understondobly forxdden 10 use the
[rogile originals, visitors moy toke chorcool, wox,
0f crayon rubibings, on poper or choth, directly
from these replicos

To fully appreciate the petroglyphs, visitors
should spend time In the intespretive oreo before
loaking ot the real things. Doing so Mustrotes
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whot s known obout the designs. omong which
are human-like Bgures. one in particuiar possibly
representing o shamon. Like 30 moay petroglyph
sites, the ariginal purpose of this pork is unknown,
but one theory suggests it moy hove beena
“shomonistic retreot.” where the Coast Solish
medicne men would attempt to contoct the
supernaturol world. This opinion would occount for
the presence of the shaman imoge.

Other petroglyphs tepresent creatures both
supernatural and earthbound, Of the Sormer, the
park’s depictions of “seo wolves™ are particularly
exciting. Port woll. part killer whale, these mythicol
beasts are rarely found in petroglyph form, 5o to
encounter them 50 readity here i3 a real treot for
visitors

While other carvings remaoin open to
interpretatian, one odd creoture on display i
whot oppears 10 be 0 bird-deer hybirid. One
seemingly of three mternwned heads may or moy
not represent o mask, but no one s sure. Others
might be unfinished, as it is uncheor 1o thes doy
what they are. One certainty I that the mysteries
surrounding these petroglyphs serve 1o omplily 1he

power of the spell they cast on ol who see them.

Compounding this experience is the foct that the
age of the corvings s unknown, They ore thought
10 be ot leost 1,000 yeors old. but could be twice
that - or older, The sea wolf petroglyphs may oller
a cue, as smilar corvings found in Prince Rupen
hove been rodiocorbon doted ot 2,000 yeors old.
The style ol corving atso could provide frogments
of evidence: the circulor eyes, lor example, drow
comporisons with petroglyphs found along the
Pocific Northwest coastline known 10 be well
over 1,000 years ofd. Again, that this cannot be
confirmed only enhances thelr foscination.

Exiting the interpretive area ot the top of the pork
10kes visitors 1o @ shot wooden boardwalk where
the Best petroglyphs are situated. A well-wom
forest tral continues from the end borner, from
which visitors begn to loop bock toword the porking
fot. The real gems ore now just metres oway.

A little way olong the troil, the mesmernzing
moge thowght to be o shamaon presents itsedt.
While time, weather, and humon activity have
taken thesr toll on some of the petroglyphs,
this one I5 very cleor — and o dromatic sight




to encounter on the forest Boor. That it is
ungrotected in any wory is desconcerting — o5
it could o easily be willtully domoged — mnd
thrilling, because it i right ot ene’s Teer.

The shart troil down the hill io the entronce
highlights the beouty and otmosphere of the
satting. Thowgh predominontly Doughas N, the
wonds also contain abutus, westenmn red cedar,
western hemiock, ond bigieof mapde trees, with
mass-covered boulders scattened throughout,
Like most petroglyph sites, it 15 et near woter, in
this instance, close b0 whede the Nanaima River
et the sea ol the Horthusbedond Channel
b#tween Vencouver liland ond Gobriola 1i8and,

When enjoying the engoging Petroglyph
Provinciod Park. the juxiaposition beteeen the
ancient and meodern workds is unovoidoble. As
one pdmires the condmgs created so very hong
ag, log beams and the metal reofs of todoy™s
buildings con be seen on one side, while 1he
constant hun of higheay troffic emonotes from
the other. In contemplotion ol the possoge of
timse, this controst makes fof guite the profcund
experience. W
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